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Vernon Jordan

Vernon Jordan has long been active in the civil rights movement, beginning as a lawyer often working
on behalf of the cause in the 1960s.

After growing up in a segregated Atlanta in the 1950s, Jordan attended DePauw University and then
went on to complete law school at Howard University. Jordan served as a political adviser to President
Bill Clinton and also assisted with John Kerry’s 2004 campaign. He is the author of a memoir, “Vernon
Can Read!” with Annette Gordon-Reed. In 2001, he was awarded the Springarn Medal from the
NAACP for lifetime achievement.

As a current or former member of the Board of Directors of several prominent corporations, such
as Dow Jones and Company, American Express and J.C. Penney, he has a long history of business
leadership. Currently, he serves as the senior managing director for investment firm Lazard Ltd. in
New York.
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Program

Welcome: Dr. Joe M. King, Provost
Remarks: Dr. John G. Veres Ill, Chancellor

Recognition of Essay
Contest Winner: Dr. Matthew C. Jordan

Greetings from the Durr Family: Nan Lyon
Introduction of Speaker: Elizabeth Hackney McBride
Lecture: Vernon Jordan

Closing Remarks,
Question and Answer: Dr. Joe M. King, Provost

Reception immediately following: Taylor Center 221-223
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The Durr Lectures Advisom Committee

Mr. Michael Briddell The Rev. Robert and Jeannie Graetz Mr. Julian McPhillips
Ms. Lecia Brooks Ms. Carolyn Hutcheson Mr. Timothy Spraggins
Dr. Aaron Cobb Dr. Matthew Jordan Dr. Eric Sterling

Mr. Richard Cohen Ms. Vera Jordan Dr. Patricia Sullivan
Dr. Michael Fitzsimmons Mr. Nelson Malden Dr. Peter Zachar

Ms. Carolyn Golden Ms. Ellen Mertins
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Auburn University at Montgomery is pleased to honor the memory of Clifford and Virginia Durr with the Durr Lecture Series on civil liberties.
AUM’s mission is to foster and exemplify excellence in education through instruction, research and service to provide academic programs that
are characteristic of the finest traditions of the liberal arts, business, sciences, nursing and education. AUM encourages open and free inquiry
and seeks to instill in its students ways of thinking, communicating and learning that will be of enduring value.
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